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On December 21 1988, a Pan Am plane mysteriously exploded over Scotland causing the 
death of 270 people from 21 countries. The tragedy provoked global outrage. In 1991, 
two Libyans were charged with the bombing. 


In the event, only Abdulbaset Ali Mohammad Al Megrahi, a Libyan agent, was 
pronounced guilty by a panel of three judges, who based their decision on largely 
circumstantial evidence. Al Megrahi and the Libyan government have protested their 
innocence all along. 


Nevertheless, after suffering punitive UN sanctions which froze overseas Libyan bank 
accounts and prevented the import of spare parts needed for the country’s oil industry, 
Tripoli reluctantly agreed to pay $2.7 billion to victims? families ($10 million per family), 
on condition the pay-out would not be deemed as admission of guilt. 


In February, 2004, the Libyan prime minister told the BBC that his country was innocent 
but was forced to pay-up as a “price for peace”. 


Al Megrahi is currently serving a life sentence but earlier this year the Scottish Criminal 
Cases Review Commission ruled there may have been a miscarriage of justice on the 
basis of lost or destroyed evidence. 


Later this month, a Scottish appeals court is due to revisit the case and is expected to 
overturn Al Megrahi’s conviction as unsafe. 


The Libyan leader’s son Saif Al Islam recently said he is confident Al Megrahi will soon 
be found innocent and will be allowed to return home. 


On Sunday, an Observer expose written by Alex Duval Smith reported “a key piece of 
material evidence used by prosecutors to implicate Libya in the Lockerbie bombing has 
emerged as a probable fake” with allegations of “international political intrigue and 
shoddy investigative work” levelled at “the British government, the FBI and the Scottish 
police”. 


The Observer story maintains Ulrich Lumpert a Swiss engineer who was “a crucial 
witness” has now confessed that he lied about the origins of a timer switch. 


Recently, Lumpert gave a sworn declaration to a Swiss court, which read “I stole a 
prototype MST-13 timing device” and “gave it without permission on June 22, 1989 toa 
person who was officially investigating the Lockerbie affair”. 


The owner of the company that manufactured the switch — forced into bankruptcy after 
being sued by Pan Am ~ says he told police early in the enquiry that the timer switch was 
not one his company had ever sold to Libya. 


Moreover, he insists the timer switch shown to the court had been tampered with since he 
initially viewed it in Scotland, saying the pieces appeared to have been “carbonised” in 
the interim. He also says the court was so determined to prove Libya’s guilt it brushed 
aside his evidence. 


In 2005, a former Scottish police chief signed a statement alleging the CIA had planted 
fragments of a timer circuit board produced at trial, evidence supporting earlier claims by 
a former CIA agent to the effect his agency “wrote the script” to ensure Libya was 
incriminated. 


There are also allegations that clothing allegedly purchased by the bomber in Malta before 
it was wrapped around the bomb, was intact when discovered but by the time it reached 
the court it was in shreds. 


Life sentence 


The shopkeeper who sold the item made a statement to the effect Al Megrahi had never 
been a customer. Instead, he identified an Egyptian-born Palestinian Mohammad Abu 
Talb — now serving a life sentence in Sweden for a synagogue bombing. 


Professor Hans Koechler, appointed by the UN to be an observer at the trial, has termed 
its outcome “a spectacular miscarriage of justice”. Koechler has repeatedly called for an 
independent enquiry, which, to date, the British government has refused to allow. 


Oliver Miles, a former British ambassador to Libya, insists “no court is likely to get to 
the truth, now that various intelligence agencies have had the opportunity to corrupt the 
evidence”. 


Jim Swire, the father of one of the Lockerbie victims, said “Scottish justice obviously 
played a leading part in one of the most disgraceful miscarriages of justice in history.” 


Craig Murray, a former British ambassador, who was earlier second-in-command of 
Britain’s Aviation and Maritime Department from 1989 to 1992, writes about a strange 
incident on his website. 


Murray says a colleague told him “in a deeply worried way” about an intelligence report 
indicating Libya was not involved in the Pan Am bombing. When he asked to see it, his 
colleague said it was marked for named eyes only, which Murray describes as “extremely 
unusual”. Earlier, a CIA report that had reached a similar conclusion had been 
conveniently buried. 


If Al Megrahi walks, as is likely, Libya will be vindicated and would presumably be able 
to reclaim monies paid in compensation along with its reputation. 


This would also be a highly embarrassing turn of events for Britain and the US not to 
mention their respective intelligence agencies, and would leave the question of who 


bombed Pan Am Flight 103 unanswered.In a perfect world, Libya should also receive an 


apology from its accusers and should be allowed to sue for damages for all that it lost as 
a result of UN sanctions. 


But in a world where political expediency often triumphs, the appeal has no foregone 
conclusion despite the exposure of dubious “evidence” and suspect “witnesses”. 


http://www.globalresearch.ca/was-libya-framed-for-lockerbie-bombing/6787 


Deception over Lockerbie 


By Maidhe Cathail 
Global Research 27 September 2009 





“By way of deception, shalt thou wage war” - Motto of the Mossad, Israel’s Intelligence 
Service 

The scenes of flag-waving Libyans welcoming home Abdel Baset al-Megrahi, the man 
known as the Lockerbie bomber, further discredited Muslims in the minds of many. For 
those whose knowledge of the story is derived mainly from TV news, it appeared to be a 
callous celebration of mass murder, lending credence to the belief that “Islam” and 
“terrorism” are virtually synonymous. A closer look at the facts surrounding the bombing 
of Pan Am Flight 103, however, reveals a pattern of deception by those who have most 
to gain from making Muslims look bad. 


While the news reports dutifully recorded the protestations of outrage by Barack Obama, 
Gordon Brown and others at what appeared to be an unseemly hero’s welcome for a 
convicted terrorist, they neglected to mention that Libyans were celebrating the release 
of a countryman whom they believe had been wrongfully imprisoned for eight years. Also 
omitted from the reports was any indication that informed observers of Megrahi’s case in 
Britain and elsewhere are likewise convinced of his innocence. 


Robert Black, the University of Edinburgh law professor who was the architect of the trial 
at Camp Zeist in the Netherlands, says that “no reasonable tribunal could have convicted 
Megrahi on the evidence led,” and calls his 2001 conviction “an absolute and utter 
outrage.” Prof. Black likens the Scottish trial judges to the White Queen in Lewis 
Carroll’s Through the Looking Glass who “believed as many as six impossible things 
before breakfast.” Hans Kéchler, a UN-appointed observer at the trial, states that “there 
is not one single piece of material evidence linking the two accused to the crime,” and 
condemns the court’s verdict as a “spectacular miscarriage of justice.” And Dr. Jim Swire, 
whose daughter Flora was one of the 270 killed on December 21, 1988, dismisses the 
prosecution’s case against Megrahi and fellow Libyan Lamin Khalifa F’hima as “a cock 
and bull story.” 


According to that “cock and bull story,” Megrahi, the head of security for Libyan Arab 
Airlines (LAA), conspired with Lamin Khalifa F’hima, the station manager for LAA in 
Malta (who was acquitted), to put a suitcase bomb on a flight from Malta to Frankfurt. At 
Frankfurt, the lethal suitcase had to be transferred to another flight bound for London 
Heathrow. Then in Heathrow Airport, it would have to be transferred for a second time 
onto the ill-fated Flight 103 destined for New York. 


But for that rather implausible scenario to be true, the Libyans would have to have had 
an inordinate faith in the reliability of baggage handlers in two of Europe’s busiest 
airports at one of the busiest times of the year. Less optimistic would-be bombers would 
surely have slipped the bomb-laden suitcase on board in London. Fueling suspicions that 
this is indeed what happened, investigating police were told by a security guard at 
Heathrow that the Pan Am baggage storage area had been broken into on the night of the 
bombing. 


The reported break-in at Heathrow was part of 600 pages of new and deliberately 
suppressed evidence that Megrahi’s defense could present at an appeal, which in 2007 the 
Scottish Criminal Cases Review Commission, after a three-year investigation, 
recommended he be granted. 


But before that appeal could be heard, the compassionate release of Megrahi, suffering 
from terminal prostate cancer, conveniently spared the potential embarrassment of all 
those involved in his dubious conviction. More significantly, it also averted awkward 
questions being raised, in the likely event of the Libyan being acquitted, about who 
actually planted the bomb, and why. 


Reel Bad Muslims 


Many of those who doubt Libya’s responsibility for the Lockerbie bombing, perhaps not 
surprisingly in the current climate, tend to suspect other Muslim countries of involvement. 
The most popular theory is that Iran hired the Syrian-based Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine — General Command (PFLP-GC) led by Ahmed Gibril to avenge 
the “accidental” shooting down by the USS Vincennes on July 3, 1988 of Iran Air Flight 
655, which killed all 288 civilians on board. 


Others believe that Abu Nidal, the founder of the infamous Black September terrorist 
group, may have been involved. If they’re right, it raises disturbing questions about who 
was ultimately responsible for the Lockerbie atrocity. In his fine biography of Nidal, A 
Gun for Hire, British journalist Patrick Seale confirms long-held suspicions that many in 
the Middle East have had about the “Palestinian terrorist” who did more than anyone to 
discredit the Palestinian cause. “Abu Nidal was undoubtedly a Mossad agent,” Seale 
asserts. “Practically every job he did benefited Israel.” 


Interestingly, one theory which has the PFLP-GC collaborating with Abu Nidal on behalf 
of Iran, has been espoused by a former Mossad staffer, Yuval Aviv, whose New York- 
based investigative agency, Interfor, prepared a report for Pan Am’s insurers on the 
Lockerbie bombing. 


Writing under the pen name Sam Green, Aviv also authored Flight 103, a fictional 
account of the Lockerbie tragedy he claims is “based solidly on real-life facts,” in which 
the vengeful Iranians enlist a Palestinian terrorist, Ahmed ‘The Falcon’ Shabaan, to do 
their dirty work. Aviv, who inspired Steven Spielberg’s Munich, hopes his director friend 
will convert his Lockerbie tale into another Hollywood blockbuster. 


Hardly any mainstream commentators, however, have questioned the trustworthiness of 
a former Mossad agent, who retains close ties with the intelligence service, fingering 
Palestinians and Iran for a terrorist attack which killed 189 Americans, thereby blackening 
the reputation of two of Israel’s greatest foes in the minds of those it wishes to convince 
that the U.S. and Israel face a common enemy. 


Dirty Tricks 


Not everyone in the media has been as naive about Israeli machinations though. Writing 
in the Guardian just before the trial of the two Libyans, veteran American journalist 
Russell Warren Howe, in an excellent article titled “What if they are innocent?” analyses 
whether the Iranian government, Palestinian terrorists or Israeli intelligence were more 
likely perpetrators. Howe concludes, “Even if Megrahi and F’hima are found guilty of 
the most serious charges, there would still be a need for a new investigation: to decide 
what was Israel’s possibly major role in mass murder and deception of its main 
benefactor, the US.” Howe is suggesting that even if the Libyans, or other Arabs, had 
actually planted the bomb, they may still have been duped into doing so by Israeli agents. 


Intriguingly, Howe cites a reference in Gordon Thomas’ book on Mossad, Gideon’s 
Spies,to a Mossad officer stationed in London who showed up in Lockerbie the morning 
after the crash to arrange for the removal of a suitcase from the crime scene. The suitcase, 
said to belong to Captain Charles McKee, a DIA officer who was killed on the flight, was 
later returned “empty and undamaged.” 


Moreover, the idea of Libyan responsibility, Howe notes, seems to have originated in 
Israel. Again, he quotes Thomas, who says that a source at LAP, Mossad’s psychological 
warfare unit, informed him that “within hours of the crash, staff at LAP were working the 
phones to their media contacts urging them to publicise that here was ‘incontrovertible 
proof’ that Libya, through its intelligence service, Jamahirya, was culpable.” 


It may also have been Mossad disinformation, Howe suspects, that induced the U.S. 
government to believe the Libyans were guilty. The day after the Lockerbie bombing, 
U.S. intelligence intercepted a radio message from Tripoli to a Libyan government office 
in Berlin that effectively said, “mission accomplished.” 


Two years earlier, a similar message intercept had induced Ronald Reagan to order air 
strikes against Libya, killing over a hundred people, including Qaddafi’s two-year-old 
adopted daughter. But the message had been faked by Israel, according to Victor 
Ostrovsky, a former Mossad case officer, who described the operation in The Other Side 
of Deception, the second of two exposés he wrote about the Mossad after leaving the 
service. 


Operation Trojan began in February 1986 when the Mossad secretly installed a 
communications device known as a “Trojan” in an apartment in Tripoli. The Trojan 
received messages broadcast by Mossad’s LAP on one frequency and automatically 
transmitted them on a different frequency used by the Libyan government. “Using the 
Trojan,” Ostrovsky writes, “the Mossad tried to make it appear that a long series of 
terrorist orders were being transmitted to various Libyan embassies around the world.” 
U.S. intelligence, as anticipated by the Israelis, intercepted the bogus messages, and 
believed them to be authentic — especially after receiving confirmation from the 
Mossad. 


Within weeks of the Trojan being installed, two American soldiers were killed in an 
explosion at La Belle Discothéque, a nightclub in West Berlin frequented by U.S. 
servicemen. Assuming that Libya was responsible, nine days later the U.S. dropped 60 
tons of bombs on Tripoli and Benghazi. Few suspected that the Americans had been 
tricked into the “retaliation” by Israel, whose subterfuge had punished Qaddafi for his 
support of the Palestine Liberation Organization, and further alienated the U.S from the 
Arab world. 


Not all Americans are oblivious to Israeli wiles, however. Commenting on the Israeli 
intelligence service’s penchant for deception, Andrew Killgore, a former U.S. 
ambassador to Qatar, wrote in the Washington Report on Middle East Affairs, “Mossad’s 
specialty was dirty tricks...Its modus operandi had always been the same: pull off a dirty 
trick but make it appear somebody else had done it.” 


As part of any new investigation to establish whether or not the Lockerbie bombing was 
another one of the Mossad’s “dirty tricks,” detectives might want to interview Issac 
Yeffet, the former chief of security for the Israeli airline, El Al, who in 1986 was 
commissioned by Pan Am to survey its security at a number of airports worldwide. As 
Killgore, in a separate article for the Washington Report, suggestively noted: “Yeffet may 
have been successful in maintaining perfect security for El Al at Ben-Gurion Airport. But 
his efforts at Heathrow Airport in London, one of the airports he surveyed for Pan Am, 
and to which he and his employees had full rein, failed to save Pan Am Flight 103.” 


Still protesting his innocence, the dying Megrahi told reporters on his release, “The truth 
never dies.” That may be so. But as long as the Western media continue to believe that 
only Israel’s enemies would blow up a civilian airliner, the truth about Lockerbie is 
unlikely to ever reach a very wide audience. 


http://www.globalresearch.ca/deception-over-lockerbie/15362 


Propaganda Alert: The Lockerbie Bombing. 
Who was Behind It? Libya, Iran ... or the CIA? 


By Cem Ertur 
Global Research, March 12, 2014 





The Western media has embarked on a new wave of disinformation. After having formally 
accused Libya for the 1988 Lockerbie bombings, Britain’s tabloids, more than 25 years 
later, are now pointing their finger at Iran. 


According to Gordon Rayner writing in the Daily Telegraph (11 March 2014). “Evidence 
gathered for the aborted appeal against Abdelbaset al-Megrahi’s conviction points finger 
at Iran and Syrian-based terrorist group 


[S]ome of the investigators who sifted through the wreckage of the Boeing 747 and 
studied intelligence dating from the months before the [1988 Lockerbie] attack have never 
wavered in their belief that it was Iran, not Libya, that ordered it, and that a Syrian-based 
terrorist group executed it. 


Now, following a three-year investigation by a team of documentary-makers working for 
Al Jazeera television, a new and compelling narrative has emerged, in which previously 
troublesome evidence suddenly fits together like the parts of a Swiss clock. [...] 

Robert Baer, a CIA agent who investigated the Lockerbie bombing, told Al Jazeera that 
the PFLP-GC [Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine-General Command] and Iran 
quickly became the main suspects. He claims that six days after [Iran Air] Flight 655 was 
downed by the [U.S. Navy's] USS Vincennes, at a meeting in Beirut representatives of 
the Iranian regime turned to Ahmed Jibril, a former Syrian officer and head of the PFLP- 
GC, and tasked him with bringing down five American jets. Jibril, who enjoyed the 
protection of the Syrian regime, had masterminded aircraft bombings in the past, and the 
[U.S. Defence Intelligence Agency] DIA was aware of his mission. 


According to another cable obtained by [Libyan suspect Abdelbaset] Megrahi’s defence 
team: “The execution of the operation was contracted to Ahmed Jibril... money was given 
to Jibril upfront in Damascus for initial expenses — the mission was to blow up a Pan Am 
flight.””’Lockerbie bombing: are these the men who really brought down Pan Am 103? 


Che Daily Telegraph 
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‘Tran’s Lockerbie bombers’ 


Britain’s worst terrorist atrocity was carried out by Svrian-based extremists, claims former intelligence officer 
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There is a problem with this new slur of media lies. It invalidates a 25 years consensus 
(based on police investigations and legal procedures) which accuses Colonel Gadaffi of 
having ordered the Lockerbie bombings, leading to the deaths of 270 people (See the 
Sun’s February 2011 report). 


Lest we forget, the Lockerbie bombing was used not only to demonize Coronel Gadaffi 
but also to justify his assassination “on humanitarian grounds”. Shortly before the 
commencement of NATO’s Libya 2011 bombing campaign, the Western media 
reaffirmed in chorus that “Evil Libyan dictator Colonel Gaddafi personally ordered the 
Lockerbie jet bombing”. 


These accusations served to provide “legitimacy” to NATO’s humanitarian mandate, 
namely the waging of a protracted bombing campaign. According to Tom Newton Dunn, 
The Sun, 24 February 2011, Gaddafi had ordered Lockerbie bombing: 


EVIL Libyan dictator Colonel Gaddafi personally ordered the Lockerbie jet bombing, a 
former top aide sensationally revealed yesterday. [...] Gaddafi’s ex-justice minister said 
he could prove the brutal tyrant was behind the deaths of 270 people when Pan Am Flight 
103 blew up over the Scottish town on December 21 1988. Mustafa Abdel-Jalil, who 
recently quit as justice minister in protest at the regime’s violent crackdown on anti- 
government demos, said Gaddafi ordered Abdelbaset al-Megrahi to plant the bomb. 


S54 WITH 500 BRITS STILL STRANDED | 
IN LIBYA, DICTATOR’S FORMER 
JUSTICE MINISTER CONFESSES. 
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The recent tabloid “revelations” pertaining to Iran’s alleged role would suggest, however, 


that Gadaffi was innocent, yet at the same time the evidence against Iran remains 
speculative to say the least. 


The Truth 


An important piece of the puzzle that England’s tabloids dare not mention is the testimony 
of a former Scottish police chief who confirms that the CIA was involved and that the 
evidence against Gadaffi was faked. On August 28 2006, The Scotsman published an 
article under the title: 


IA Involvement: Police chief: Lockerbie evidence was faked 
CIA planted tiny fragment of circuit board crucial in convicting a Libyan for the 
1989 mass murder of 270 people 


By Marcello Mega 

The Scotsman — 2006-08-28 
The article contends —based on the testimony of a former Scottish police chief— that “the 
CIA planted the tiny fragment of circuit board crucial in convicting a Libyan for the 1989 
mass murder of 270 people”. 


According to the report, the fragment was later identified by the FBI’s Thomas Thurman 
as being part of a sophisticated timer device used to detonate explosives”: 


The retired officer — of assistant chief constable rank or higher — has testified that 
the CIA planted the tiny fragment of circuit board crucial in convicting a Libyan 
for the 1989 mass murder of 270 people. 

The police chief, whose identity has not yet been revealed, gave the statement to lawyers 
representing Abdelbaset Ali Mohmed Al Megrahi, currently serving a life sentence in 
Greenock Prison. 


The evidence will form a crucial part of Megrahi’s attempt to have a retrial ordered by 
the Scottish Criminal Cases Review Commission (SCCRC). The claims pose a potentially 
devastating threat to the reputation of the entire Scottish legal system. 


The officer, who was a member of the Association of Chief Police Officers Scotland, 
is supporting earlier claims by a former CIA agent that his bosses “wrote the script” 
to incriminate Libya. 

Last night, George Esson, who was Chief Constable of Dumfries and Galloway when 
Megrahi was indicted for mass murder, confirmed he was aware of the development. 


But Esson, who retired in 1994, questioned the officer’s motives. He said: “Any police 
officer who believed they had knowledge of any element of fabrication in any criminal 
case would have a duty to act on that. Failure to do so would call into question their 
integrity, and I can’t help but question their motive for raising the matter now.” 


Other important questions remain unanswered, such as how the officer learned of the 
alleged conspiracy and whether he was directly involved in the inquiry. But sources close 
to Megrahi’s legal team believe they may have finally discovered the evidence that could 
demolish the case against him. 


An insider told Scotland on Sunday that the retired officer approached them after 
Megrahi’s appeal — before a bench of five Scottish judges — was dismissed in 2002. 


The insider said: “He said he believed he had crucial information. A meeting was set 
up and he gave a statement that supported the long-standing rumours that the key 
piece of evidence, a fragment of circuit board from a timing device that implicated 
Libya, had been planted by US agents. 


“Asked why he had not come forward before, he admitted he’d been wary of breaking 
ranks, afraid of being vilified. 


“He also said that at the time he became aware of the matter, no one really believed there 
would ever be a trial. When it did come about, he believed both accused would be 
acquitted. When Megrahi was convicted, he told himself he’d be cleared at appeal.” 


The source added: “When that also failed, he explained he felt he had to come forward. 


“He has confirmed that parts of the case were fabricated and that evidence was 
planted. At first he requested anonymity, but has backed down and will be identified 
if and when the case returns to the appeal court.” 

The vital evidence that linked the bombing of Pan Am 103 to Megrahi was a tiny fragment 
of circuit board which investigators found in a wooded area many miles from Lockerbie 
months after the atrocity. 


The fragment was later identified by the FBI’s Thomas Thurman as being part of a 
sophisticated timer device used to detonate explosives, and manufactured by the Swiss 
firm Mebo, which supplied it only to Libya and the East German Stasi. At one time, 
Megrahi, a Libyan intelligence agent, was such a regular visitor to Mebo that he had his 
own office in the firm’s headquarters. 

The fragment of circuit board therefore enabled Libya — and Megrahi — to be placed at 
the heart of the investigation. However, Thurman was later unmasked as a fraud who had 
given false evidence in American murder trials, and it emerged that he had little in the 
way of scientific qualifications. 


Then, in 2003, a retired CIA officer gave a statement to Megrahi’s lawyers in which 
he alleged evidence had been planted. 

The decision of a former Scottish police chief to back this claim could add enormous 
weight to what has previously been dismissed as a wild conspiracy theory. It has long 
been rumoured the fragment was planted to implicate Libya for political reasons. 


The first suspects in the case were the Syrian-led Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine — General Command (PFLP-GC), a terror group backed by Iranian cash. But 
the first Gulf War altered diplomatic relations with Middle East nations, and Libya 
became the pariah state. 


Following the trial, legal observers from around the world, including senior United 
Nations officials, expressed disquiet about the verdict and the conduct of the proceedings 
at Camp Zeist, Holland. Those doubts were first fuelled when internal documents 
emerged from the offices of the US Defence Intelligence Agency. Dated 1994, more than 
two years after the Libyans were identified to the world as the bombers, they still 
described the PFLP-GC as the Lockerbie bombers. 


A source close to Megrahi’s defence said: “Britain and the US were telling the world it 
was Libya, but in their private communications they acknowledged that they knew it was 
the PFLP-GC. 


“The case is starting to unravel largely because when they wrote the script, they never 
expected to have to act it out. Nobody expected agreement for a trial to be reached, but it 
was, and in preparing a manufactured case, mistakes were made.” 


Dr Jim Swire, who has publicly expressed his belief in Megrahi’s innocence, said it was 
quite right that all relevant information now be put to the SCCRC. 


Swire, whose daughter Flora was killed in the atrocity, said last night: “I am aware that 
there have been doubts about how some of the evidence in the case came to be presented 
in court. 


“Tt is in all our interests that areas of doubt are thoroughly examined.” 


A spokeswoman for the Crown Office said: “As this case is currently being examined by 
the SCCRC, it would be inappropriate to comment.” 


No one from the Association of Chief Police Officers in Scotland was available to 
commenthttp://news.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1 855852005 &format=print 


http://www.globalresearch.ca/propaganda-alert-the-lockerbie-bombing-who-was- 
behind-it-libya-iran-or-the-cia/5373053 








